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performance by Louis Armstrong playing 
their theme song ‘‘What a Wonderful World.’’ 
They were married shortly thereafter on 
January 26, 1931, and the two have remained 
inseparable. ‘‘Maw’’ and ‘‘Paw,’’ as their 
family fondly calls them, begin each day in 
prayer. Norma claims that she’s a ‘‘young 
98’’ and continues to prove this through her 
love for parties and her independent trip to 
France only years ago. Norma has never 
driven a day in her life! However, Norman is 
not shy of his achievements adding that he 
drove until he was 97 and rode his first jet- 
ski at 92! While he’s a student of politics, 
football and game shows, she a fan of ‘‘Law-
rence Welk’’ and enjoys old movies. They 
created a livelihood together, operating a 
thriving catering business inspired by their 
Creole heritage. 

They lived in New Orleans until 2005, and, 
to this day, they both remain deeply devoted 
New Orleans Saints fans! After tragically 
losing their home during Hurricane Katrina, 
the Burmahs moved to Marksville, La. At 97 
years of age, Norman proudly purchased 
their new home where they independently 
live along with their prize Rooster, ‘‘Jindal.’’ 

They have been blessed with a healthy 
family consisting of two children, six grand-
children and 13 great-grandchildren. 
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Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the late William Moore 
McCulloch, a Republican Member of Congress 
from Ohio, for his extraordinary work on the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

Fifty years ago on February 10, 1964, the 
House of Representatives passed what would 
become the Civil Rights Act of 1964 by a vote 
of 290 to 130. 

This landmark piece of legislation outlawed 
discrimination against race, ethnicity, gender, 
and religious minorities. I believe this was the 
most important piece of American domestic 
legislation in 20th Century America, as it pro-
tected fundamental civil rights and ensured 
equal opportunities for all Americans. 

McCulloch was born in 1901, in Holmes 
County, Ohio. Despite being raised working on 
his family’s farm and attending local rural 
schools, he studied at the College of Wooster 
before earning a law degree from Ohio State 
University College in 1925. 

Following graduation, McCulloch moved to 
Florida to practice constitutional law for a year. 
This period of his life was crucial in developing 
his passion for overhauling civil rights legisla-
tion, as he saw the effect of the oppressive 
Jim Crow ‘‘separate but equal’’ racial segrega-
tion laws firsthand. This experience fueled his 
passion for civil rights, and his belief that the 
Constitution guaranteed equal rights for all 
Americans. In 1932, McCulloch was elected to 
the State House of Representatives. From 
here, his determination to outlaw discrimina-
tion began to manifest itself. 

For example, he supported the local chapter 
of the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People in its drive to end 
segregated seating in restaurants in Piqua. I 
am inspired by his work here, as this was a 

risky political move in such a rural, white, mid-
dle class, and conservative region of Ohio. 
Nevertheless, his desire to dismantle institu-
tionalized discrimination outweighed every-
thing else, and African Americans and all 
Americans are better off for it. 

In 1947, he was elected to Congress from 
Ohio’s fourth Congressional district. It is im-
portant to note that McCulloch only had a 
small number of African American constitu-
ents—roughly 2.7 percent. His determination 
to protect American civil rights regardless of 
race, ethnicity, gender or religion was due to 
his intrinsic desire to achieve equality, and not 
his own political agenda. He focused purely on 
doing what was right for the people of the 
United States. I find encouragement in this, 
and believe more of us in Congress can learn 
from McCulloch’s example. 

However, McCulloch’s work in civil rights 
didn’t stop in Piqua, Ohio. He was the ranking 
Republican member of the House Judiciary 
Committee in the early 1960s, and used this 
to ensure civil rights legislation was introduced 
to the House. In 1963, President Kennedy 
called for legislation that removed discrimina-
tion, and increased protection for the right to 
vote. McCulloch personally met with the Ken-
nedy Administration, and the two parties con-
firmed their joint commitment to a bipartisan 
civil rights bill. Despite his position as a Re-
publican minority Member, he was determined 
to ensure the Civil Rights Act’s passage 
through the House. He worked tirelessly with 
the Kennedy Administration and House Demo-
crats for the bill. McCulloch’s work was instru-
mental, and led to President Kennedy’s dec-
laration of ‘‘Without him, it can’t be done’’. 

The legislation passed the House on Feb-
ruary 10, fifty years ago. Later after a 54-day 
filibuster, the bill passed in the Senate. The 
Civil Rights Act became law with President 
Johnson’s signature. Like Kennedy, Johnson 
recognized McCulloch’s significant involve-
ment in the Civil Rights Act, and stated he 
was ‘‘the most important and powerful political 
force’’ in passing the legislation. 

Despite his position as a minority Repub-
lican member in the House Judiciary Com-
mittee, McCulloch worked across party lines to 
pass legislation that guaranteed equal rights 
for all. I am inspired by this, and believe we 
can all learn something from McCulloch’s ef-
forts. He was willing to cooperate with the 
Democratic majority, including the Kennedy 
and Johnson Administrations, in a time when 
there was a desperate need for anti-discrimi-
nation legislation and positive social change. I 
hope we can all follow in William McCulloch’s 
example, and commit to finding bipartisan so-
lutions to the issues facing our country. He 
was a proud son of Ohio. 
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Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Mr. Richard Robb on his 90th 
birthday, which he celebrated on January 
19th, and to thank him for his tireless service 
to our nation. 

During World War II, Mr. Robb served in the 
U.S. Navy at Iwo Jima, Okinawa, and the Mar-

shall Islands. He was a crew member on the 
USS Stockton, a destroyer that sunk the Japa-
nese I–8 submarine which was responsible for 
numerous war crimes and atrocities. 

Following his military service, Mr. Robb con-
tinued to devote himself to defending the lives 
of others. He served 22 years as a sergeant 
and later a detective in the Sarasota Police 
Department in Sarasota, Florida. 

Since moving to Western North Carolina, 
Mr. Robb and his wife, Cate, have been active 
participants in the Macon County Republican 
Party. They still attend every event and have 
served crucial roles in Election Day operations 
to serve the voters of the 11th District. In 
2012, they received the ‘‘Golden Elephant’’ 
award for their exemplary lives of service. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the entire 11th 
District of North Carolina, I congratulate Mr. 
Robb on his milestone 90th birthday and thank 
him for his service to Western North Carolina 
and our nation. 

f 

SPORTSMEN’S HERITAGE AND 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2014 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 3590) to protect 
and enhance opportunities for recreational 
hunting, fishing, and shooting, and for other 
purposes: 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of the amendment offered by Chairman 
HASTINGS. This important amendment includes 
a provision protecting the hunting, fishing and 
related treaty rights of all federally recognized 
tribes with respect to the provisions of H.R. 
3590. 

Treaties are at the foundation of the govern-
ment-to-government relationship between the 
United States and Indian tribes. Throughout 
the history of this country, tribal governments 
signed hundreds of treaties with the United 
States, often ceding significant portions of 
their homelands. Many of these treaties in-
cluded provisions in which the United States 
made solemn promises to secure and protect 
the important hunting and fishing rights as well 
as other rights to sustain Indian people. As we 
pass laws that affect federal lands, it is impor-
tant that we ensure the continued treaty rights 
of all federally recognized Indian tribes. 

Rights emanating from treaties between In-
dian tribes and the United States apply to all 
federally recognized tribes, whether they were 
recognized by treaty, an act of Congress, ad-
ministratively or through a court settlement. 
This amendment to H.R. 3590 would make it 
clear in the legislation that the treaty rights, in-
cluding treaty hunting and fishing rights, and 
other rights of all federally recognized tribes 
are preserved and not affected by the other 
provisions of this legislation. I urge your sup-
port for this amendment. 
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